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Read the following advertisement and mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the option that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 1 to 6.
PUBLIC SPEAKING AND COMMUNICATION FOR TEENS
"Master the Mic" will guide you through the journey of public speaking and communication mastery. Our Teen Public Speaking and Communication Mastery Course will help you become a (1)______speaker skilled at influential dialogue and achieving personal success.
Why is the "Master the Mic" Communication Mastery Course Your Optimal Choice?
- Research-Driven Content: Sculpted by communication mavens, our syllabus is rooted in time-tested rhetorical techniques and (2)______strategies tailored for teens.
- Vibrant and Interactive: Our course includes 1:1 and group coaching, stimulating workshops, group discussions to hone argumentative skills, and exercises (3)______your articulation and diction.
- Esteemed Coaches: (4)______insights from renowned public speakers (5)______from speech anxiety to podium mastery.
- Encouraging Community: Engage with fellow teens who are just as passionate (6)______ perfecting their public speaking and communication skills.
(Source: https://247teach.org)
Question 1: A. confidence	B. confident	C. confidently	D. confide
Question 2: A. groundbreaking public speaking	B. speaking groundbreaking public	
	 C. public speaking groundbreaking	D. public groundbreaking speaking
Question 3: A. to refining	B. refine	C. refined	D. to refine
Question 4: A. Offer	B. Gain	C. Take 	D. Put
Question 5: A. journeyed	B. have journeyed	C. having journeyed	D. had journeyed
Question 6: A. with	B. at	C. in	D. about

Read the following leaflet and mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the option that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 7 to 12.
WELCOME TO ‘ASKING FOR HELP’:
a handy guide which signposts you to support and provides tips on ways to develop positive mental health. 

In 2018, an NHS Digital Survey revealed 1 in 8 children and young people aged between 5-19 (7)_______with at least one diagnosable mental health condition. Since mental health and ill health lie on a spectrum, it is important to be able to identify early signs of negative change and take effective steps to (8)_______on track. 
(9)_______ booklet contains information on the early (10)______ of commonly occurring mental health issues and highlights a directory of resources. (11)_______this, it provides you with ideas on how to build resourcefulness and adapt to the adverse challenges you might face in life. As the saying goes, ‘you can’t change the direction of the wind but you can learn to change the direction of your sails,’ so learning ways to be (12)_______ to challenge is important for everyone.
Question 7: A. face			B. cope		C. present		D. handle
Question 8: A. get back		B. turn up		C. get over		D. make up		
Question 9: A. These			B. This			C. Those		D. Some
Question 10: A. symptoms		B. signals		C. signs		D. results
Question 11: A. With regard to	B. In addition to	C. Instead of		D. Ahead of
Question 12: A. flexible		B. calm		C. prepared		D. resilient

Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the best arrangement of utterances or sentences to make a meaningful exchange or text in each of the following questions from 13 to 17.

Question 13:
a. Tim: No way! I've been wanting to get that for ages. Is it the one with the European expansion?
b. Susan: Yeah, it comes with the base game and the expansion. We should totally play it sometime!
c. Susan: Hey Tim, did you see the new edition of "Wingspan" at the game store? They finally have it back in stock!
A. b - c – a		B. b - a – c		C. c - b – a		D. c - a - b

Question 14:
a. Linh: Absolutely! Where are you thinking of going?
b. Maria: I'm thinking of going backpacking through Southeast Asia next year. Any advice?
c. Linh: Well, Thailand and Vietnam are great for that! Delicious food, friendly locals, and affordable.
d. Maria: I'm open to suggestions but really want to experience diverse cultures and try delicious food.
e. Maria: Awesome, thanks for the tip! I'll definitely check those out.

A. d - c - b - e - a 	B. b - e - d - c - a	C. b - d - e - c - a	D. b - a - d - c - e

Question 15:
Hi Alex,
a. I wanted to express my gratitude for the insightful feedback you provided during our team meeting last week.
b. I’m particularly thankful for your suggestions on improving our project timelines to enhance efficiency.
c. I've already started implementing some of the strategies you recommended, and I can see positive changes in my workflow.
d. Your advice on balancing work quality with speed has been especially valuable.
e. The meeting was not only productive but also really motivating, thanks to your guidance.
Best,
Chris
A. e - a - d - b - c	B. a - e - b - d - c	C. c - b - e - a - d	D. d - a - e - c - b

Question 16:
a. Additionally, by expanding access to public services, healthcare, and education, urbanization promotes social development and makes people healthier and more knowledgeable.
b. Lastly, because various populations bring together a variety of ideas and traditions, urbanization fosters creativity and cross-cultural exchange.
c. There are several advantages to urbanization, which changes societies in ways that are social, economic, and environmental.
d. First of all, it stimulates economic growth by increasing productivity, drawing in investments, and opening up new job opportunities. Because of the concentration of consumers in metropolitan regions, businesses tend to thrive, improving living conditions.
e. When taken as a whole, these advantages make urbanization a potent force for advancement that promotes both social and personal development.
A. c - d - a - b – e	B. e - c - a - d - b	C. d - c - e - b - a	D. c - a - d - e - b
Question 17:
a. Additionally, the anonymity provided by many platforms enables users to express themselves freely without fear of judgment.
b. Internet forums offer numerous advantages, serving as valuable platforms for discussion, support, and information exchange.
c. Moreover, with diverse topics ranging from hobbies to professional development, users can access a wealth of knowledge and perspectives.
d. First and foremost, they foster a sense of community, allowing individuals with shared interests to connect, share experiences, and seek advice.
e. This abundance of information encourages open dialogue and idea-sharing, which in turn promotes critical thinking and creativity.
f. Ultimately, this inclusivity enhances social interaction and helps build networks, making forums an essential resource for learning and collaboration in the digital age.

A. b - c - a - d - e - f		B. b - d - c - e - a - f	C. b - d - e - a - c - f	D. b - a - c - e - d - f

Read the following passage about humanoid robots and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the option that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 18 to 22.
Life expectancy has generally increased over the past few decades, and some people enjoy a longer and healthier life than others. One possible explanation is that they have developed healthy lifestyle habits. But how can you cultivate these habits for yourself?
Eat better
Start by looking at food labels and paying close attention to ingredients and nutrients, such as vitamins and minerals. (18) _______. Furthermore, add more fresh fruits and vegetables to your diet, (19) _______.
Exercise regularly
If you haven't been active recently, it’s best to begin slowly but consistently. First, choose an exercise type (20) _______. Once your body gets used to it, gradually increase the duration of your workouts. Ultimately, exercise consistently (21) _______.
Sleep well
A good night’s sleep is vital. Before going to bed, avoid consuming coffee or energy drinks. While exercise can help improve your sleep, it is best (22) _______. Turn off all electronic devices at least 30 minutes before going to bed, as the blue light from screens can interfere with your sleep quality.
(Source: Tieng Anh 11- Global Success)
Question 18:
A. It is best to avoid food with too much salt or sugar, especially fast food.
B. It is best to avoid food with high amounts of fiber, especially whole grains.
C. It is best to eat food with high salt and sugar content, especially snacks.
D. It is best to focus on eating foods that are high in fat and sugar, such as fast food.
Question 19:
A. so that a big breakfast and a small dinner are essential
B. and remember that breakfast should be large and dinner small
C. having a big breakfast and smaller portions for dinner
D. but it’s good to eat a big breakfast and a smaller dinner
Question 20:
A. whenever you plan to work out and have free time
B. who is appropriate and healthy for your lifestyle
C. that suits your fitness level and preference
D. which requires extensive physical ability
Question 21:
A. so that you can improve both your mind and body
B. which helps to keep both your body and mind healthy
C. so it makes your body fit and mind happy
D. as it will benefit your body and mind in the long run
Question 22:
A. to avoid doing it right before bedtime
B. if it’s done in a way that is safe and slow
C. by having it done right before you sleep
D. so long as you stay active daily
Read the following passage about endangered languages and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the best answer to each of the following questions from 23 to 30.
In many cultures around the world, reaching an advanced age is a significant event. In South Korea, Mexico and India, people mark their 60th birthdays with special ceremonies, feasts and gatherings of their loved ones.
South Korea
In South Korea, a person's 60th birthday is particularly important and is celebrated with a special ceremony called Hwangap. This ceremony involves children and younger relatives bowing to their elderly family members and wishing them well. The birthday person then shares a meal with their family, which includes traditional foods such as rice cakes and 'miyeok guk, a kind of seaweed soup.
Mexico
In Mexico, a person's 60th birthday is known as la fiesta de sesenta cumpleaños. This celebration often involves a religious ceremony in which the person receives a blessing from their local priest. Family and friends give their 60-year-old relative gifts before gathering for a feast of delicious Mexican foods. It's traditional to eat 'mole, a rich sauce made with chilli peppers and chocolate, and 'pastel de tres leches, a sponge cake soaked in three different types of milk.
India
In some parts of India, a person's 60th birthday is celebrated with a special ceremony known as Sashti Poorthi. The ceremony involves a prayer ritual to honour the birthday person and wish them health and prosperity. Family and friends gather for a feast of traditional Indian foods like lentil soup and a rice, vegetable and meat dish called 'Biryani. Usually, people offer gold jewellery as gifts to show respect and honour.
Celebrations of longevity are an important reminder of the values of our elders and the wisdom they have gained over a lifetime. These occasions provide an opportunity for people to come together and express their gratitude to honoured family members such as parents or grandparents.

Question 23. Which of the following countries does NOT have a special ceremony for a person’s 60th birthday?
A. South Korea		B. Mexico		C. India		D. Japan
Question 24. The word “significant” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to _______.
A. minor			B. important		C. large		D. traditional	
Question 25. The word “them” in paragraph 2 refers to _______.
A. elderly family members	B. younger relatives	C. children		D. birthday persons
Question 26. The word “blessing” in paragraph 3 could be best replaced by _______.
A. promise			B. ceremony		C. prayer		D. support
Question 27. Which of the following best paraphrases the underlined sentence in paragraph 5?
A. Celebrating the lives of the elderly is an essential way to show respect.
B. These birthday events are an essential way to express love to the elderly.
C. Longevity celebrations only remind us to be grateful.
D. People only gather at such events to honour their elderly relatives.
Question 28. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. In some parts of India, Sashti Poorthi is celebrated with family and friends, but not with gifts.
B. Only in South Korea do people bow to their elderly family members on their birthdays.
C. Hwangap is celebrated with rice cakes and ‘miyeok guk, a soup made with seafood.
D. The traditional Mexican dish “mole” contains ingredients like chilli peppers and chocolate.
Question 29. In which paragraph does the writer discuss the role of a religious leader in the celebration?
A. Paragraph 1		B. Paragraph 2		C. Paragraph 3		D. Paragraph 4
Question 30. In which paragraph does the writer describe the way traditional foods are part of birthday celebrations?
A. Paragraph 2		B. Paragraph 3		C. Paragraph 4		D. Paragraph 5

Read the following passage about the urban shift and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the best answer to each of the following questions from 31 to 40.

[I] Teenagers Jared and Jake Milarch were cutting away branches from sugar maple trees with their father, David, [II] at the family's shade tree farm in northern Michigan. [III] Remembering the enormous trees they had visited during his childhood vacations, Jared said, [IV] 
David Milarch had never considered the idea. Like countless shade trees across the country, those in his nursery were dying in record numbers from pests and environmental hazards. If he kept losing trees, Milarch knew that he might lose the farm that had been in his family for four generations. No doubt, cloning “champion” trees—the biggest, and often the oldest, of each tree species—would be a godsend if it worked. 
To his disappointment, experts at Michigan State University practically laughed him off the phone when he called to ask about his son's idea. Cloning, though already commonly used on younger trees, couldn't be applied to old trees, they said.
But the two teenagers were willing to make any possible attempts. They spent four days driving around Michigan collecting buds from seven champions. After shipping them off to a nursery in Oregon, they all forgot about the project. Nine months later, they got an urgent message from the Oregon nursery: “Send every bud you can gather.” To everyone's amazement, the new trees flourished.
In 1996, the Milarchs founded the non-profit Champion Tree Project, devoted to cloning the country’s largest and most venerable trees. Since then, the group has made thousands of clones of more than 70 champion trees, including the world’s oldest known tree, a 4,768-year-old bristlecone pine. They have been honoured with numerous conservation awards and have been sought out for their expertise by everyone from Queen Elizabeth to Chinese authorities, hoping to clone trees from as far back as the Ming Dynasty. The Milarchs' ideas have hit a sentimental spot in the hearts of people everywhere. Tree enthusiasts began contacting them, eager to volunteer in any way they could.
Now the group has a more vital mission than preserving American history: saving the planet. Knowing that trees can’t easily reproduce surrounded by concrete as they would in nature, the Champion Tree Project decided to turn over a new leaf and focus on planting sturdy champion trees in urban settings to guard against global warming. 
The Milarchs might have easily turned their brainchild into a private money-making venture, but David never even considered it. Instead, content with the soul-satisfying projects, they feel they are the richest family in America.
(Source: Advanced English Magazine, 2004)

Question 31: Where in paragraph 1 does the following sentence best fit?
“We need better trees, Dad. Why don’t we clone those big, old trees and grow them?”
A. [I]				B. [II]			C. [III]			D. [IV]
Question 32: According to paragraph 3, which of the following is NOT a challenge the Milarchs faced?
A. The cloning process for older trees was untested.
B. The Milarchs had to collect buds from a variety of champion trees.
C. The Milarchs lacked funding to begin their project.
D. Experts at Michigan State University were skeptical about their idea.
Question 33: The word "flourished" in paragraph 4 mostly means _______.
A. failed			B. grew successfully	C. withered		D. became less popular
Question 34: Which of the following best summarizes paragraph 5?
A. The Milarchs’ project led to public recognition and interest in their work.
B. The Milarchs cloned champion trees to preserve the history of the United States.
C. Many governments approached the Milarchs for help in cloning ancient trees.
D. The Milarchs' project was only about the conservation of trees in Michigan.
Question 35: The word "venerable" in paragraph 5 is OPPOSITE in meaning to _______.
A. ancient			B. young		C. valuable		D. sturdy
Question 36: Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage?
A. The Milarchs were able to easily clone trees thanks to their father's experience.
B. The Milarchs' project started as a private business venture but later became a nonprofit.
C. Jared and Jake Milarch had the idea to clone trees when they were very young.
D. The Champion Tree Project is now focused on using champion trees to fight global warming.
Question 37: Which of the following best paraphrases the underlined sentence in paragraph 7?
A. David Milarch could have made money from the project but chose not to.
B. The Milarchs were uninterested in the idea of creating a business out of the project.
C. David Milarch considered starting a business, but he decided against it.
D. The Milarchs were only interested in making money and did not care about their project.
Question 38: The phrase “turned over a new leaf” in paragraph 6 could be best replaced by _______.
A. changed direction		B. made a mistake	C. faced challenges	D. started a new project
Question 39: Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?
A. The Milarchs were motivated solely by financial success when starting their project.
B. The cloning of champion trees has been highly successful in preventing deforestation.
C. The Milarchs were initially discouraged but remained determined to succeed.
D. Cloning older trees had no impact on the growth of trees in urban environments.
Question 40: Which of the following best summarizes the passage?
A. The Milarch family’s project began as a way to preserve Michigan’s trees but expanded into a business venture, benefiting from global demand for cloned trees.
B. Through the cloning of trees, the Milarchs have become successful entrepreneurs focused on historical preservation and have no interest in the environment.
C. The Milarchs’ idea of cloning trees grew out of a need to save their farm, eventually turning into a commercial enterprise serving environmental needs.
D. The Milarchs used the idea of cloning champion trees to preserve important species and combat global warming, creating a project that has become both a conservation effort and a public endeavor.

-THE END-


KEY

Read the following advertisement and mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the option that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 1 to 6.
PUBLIC SPEAKING AND COMMUNICATION FOR TEENS
"Master the Mic" will guide you through the journey of public speaking and communication mastery. Our Teen Public Speaking and Communication Mastery Course will help you become a (1)______speaker skilled at influential dialogue and achieving personal success.
Why is the "Master the Mic" Communication Mastery Course Your Optimal Choice?
- Research-Driven Content: Sculpted by communication mavens, our syllabus is rooted in time-tested rhetorical techniques and (2)______strategies tailored for teens.
- Vibrant and Interactive: Our course includes 1:1 and group coaching, stimulating workshops, group discussions to hone argumentative skills, and exercises (3)______your articulation and diction.
- Esteemed Coaches: (4)______insights from renowned public speakers (5)______from speech anxiety to podium mastery.
- Encouraging Community: Engage with fellow teens who are just as passionate (6)______ perfecting their public speaking and communication skills.
(Source: https://247teach.org)
Question 1: A. confidence	B. confident	C. confidently	D. confide
Question 2: A. groundbreaking public speaking	B. speaking groundbreaking public	
	C. public speaking groundbreaking	D. public groundbreaking speaking
Question 3: A. to refining	B. refine	C. refined	D. to refine
Question 4: A. Offer	B. Gain	C. Take 	D. Put
Question 5: A. journeyed	B. have journeyed	C. having journeyed	D. had journeyed
Question 6: A. with	B. at	C. in	D. about

Read the following leaflet and mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the option that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 7 to 12.
WELCOME TO ‘ASKING FOR HELP’:
a handy guide which signposts you to support and provides tips on ways to develop positive mental health. 

In 2018, an NHS Digital Survey revealed 1 in 8 children and young people aged between 5-19 (7)_______with at least one diagnosable mental health condition. Since mental health and ill health lie on a spectrum, it is important to be able to identify early signs of negative change and take effective steps to (8)_______on track. 
(9)_______ booklet contains information on the early (10)______ of commonly occurring mental health issues and highlights a directory of resources. (11)_______this, it provides you with ideas on how to build resourcefulness and adapt to the adverse challenges you might face in life. As the saying goes, ‘you can’t change the direction of the wind but you can learn to change the direction of your sails,’ so learning ways to be (12)_______ to challenge is important for everyone.
Question 7: A. face			B. cope		C. present		D. handle
Question 8: A. get back		B. turn up		C. get over		D. make up		
Question 9: A. These			B. This			C. Those		D. Some
Question 10: A. symptoms		B. signals		C. signs		D. results
Question 11: A. With regard to	B. In addition to	C. Instead of		D. Ahead of
Question 12: A. flexible		B. calm		C. prepared		D. resilient

Mark the letter A, B, C, or D on your answer sheet to indicate the best arrangement of utterances or sentences to make a meaningful exchange or text in each of the following questions from 13 to 17.

Question 13:
a. Tim: No way! I've been wanting to get that for ages. Is it the one with the European expansion?
b. Susan: Yeah, it comes with the base game and the expansion. We should totally play it sometime!
c. Susan: Hey Tim, did you see the new edition of "Wingspan" at the game store? They finally have it back in stock!
A. b - c – a		B. b - a – c		C. c - b – a		D. c - a - b

Question 14:
a. Linh: Absolutely! Where are you thinking of going?
b. Maria: I'm thinking of going backpacking through Southeast Asia next year. Any advice?
c. Linh: Well, Thailand and Vietnam are great for that! Delicious food, friendly locals, and affordable.
d. Maria: I'm open to suggestions but really want to experience diverse cultures and try delicious food.
e. Maria: Awesome, thanks for the tip! I'll definitely check those out.

A. d - c - b - e - a 	B. b - e - d - c - a	C. b - d - e - c - a	D. b - a - d - c - e

Question 15:
Hi Alex,
a. I wanted to express my gratitude for the insightful feedback you provided during our team meeting last week.
b. I’m particularly thankful for your suggestions on improving our project timelines to enhance efficiency.
c. I've already started implementing some of the strategies you recommended, and I can see positive changes in my workflow.
d. Your advice on balancing work quality with speed has been especially valuable.
e. The meeting was not only productive but also really motivating, thanks to your guidance.
Best,
Chris
A. e - a - d - b - c	B. a - e - b - d - c	C. c - b - e - a - d	D. d - a - e - c - b

Question 16:
a. Additionally, by expanding access to public services, healthcare, and education, urbanization promotes social development and makes people healthier and more knowledgeable.
b. Lastly, because various populations bring together a variety of ideas and traditions, urbanization fosters creativity and cross-cultural exchange.
c. There are several advantages to urbanization, which changes societies in ways that are social, economic, and environmental.
d. First of all, it stimulates economic growth by increasing productivity, drawing in investments, and opening up new job opportunities. Because of the concentration of consumers in metropolitan regions, businesses tend to thrive, improving living conditions.
e. When taken as a whole, these advantages make urbanization a potent force for advancement that promotes both social and personal development.
A. c - d - a - b – e	B. e - c - a - d - b	C. d - c - e - b - a	D. c - a - d - e - b
Question 17:
a. Additionally, the anonymity provided by many platforms enables users to express themselves freely without fear of judgment.
b. Internet forums offer numerous advantages, serving as valuable platforms for discussion, support, and information exchange.
c. Moreover, with diverse topics ranging from hobbies to professional development, users can access a wealth of knowledge and perspectives.
d. First and foremost, they foster a sense of community, allowing individuals with shared interests to connect, share experiences, and seek advice.
e. This abundance of information encourages open dialogue and idea-sharing, which in turn promotes critical thinking and creativity.
f. Ultimately, this inclusivity enhances social interaction and helps build networks, making forums an essential resource for learning and collaboration in the digital age.

A. b - c - a - d - e - f		B. b - d - c - e - a - f	C. b - d - e - a - c - f	D. b - a - c - e - d - f

Read the following passage about humanoid robots and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the option that best fits each of the numbered blanks from 18 to 22.
Life expectancy has generally increased over the past few decades, and some people enjoy a longer and healthier life than others. One possible explanation is that they have developed healthy lifestyle habits. But how can you cultivate these habits for yourself?
Eat better
Start by looking at food labels and paying close attention to ingredients and nutrients, such as vitamins and minerals. (18) _______. Furthermore, add more fresh fruits and vegetables to your diet, (19) _______.
Exercise regularly
If you haven't been active recently, it’s best to begin slowly but consistently. First, choose an exercise type (20) _______. Once your body gets used to it, gradually increase the duration of your workouts. Ultimately, exercise consistently (21) _______.
Sleep well
A good night’s sleep is vital. Before going to bed, avoid consuming coffee or energy drinks. While exercise can help improve your sleep, it is best (22) _______. Turn off all electronic devices at least 30 minutes before going to bed, as the blue light from screens can interfere with your sleep quality.
(Source: Tieng Anh 11- Global Success)
Question 18:
A. It is best to avoid food with too much salt or sugar, especially fast food.
B. It is best to avoid food with high amounts of fiber, especially whole grains.
C. It is best to eat food with high salt and sugar content, especially snacks.
D. It is best to focus on eating foods that are high in fat and sugar, such as fast food.
Question 19:
A. so that a big breakfast and a small dinner are essential
B. and remember that breakfast should be large and dinner small
C. having a big breakfast and smaller portions for dinner
D. but it’s good to eat a big breakfast and a smaller dinner
Question 20:
A. whenever you plan to work out and have free time
B. who is appropriate and healthy for your lifestyle
C. that suits your fitness level and preference
D. which requires extensive physical ability
Question 21:
A. so that you can improve both your mind and body
B. which helps to keep both your body and mind healthy
C. so it makes your body fit and mind happy
D. as it will benefit your body and mind in the long run
Question 22:
A. to avoid doing it right before bedtime
B. if it’s done in a way that is safe and slow
C. by having it done right before you sleep
D. so long as you stay active daily
Read the following passage about endangered languages and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the best answer to each of the following questions from 23 to 30.
In many cultures around the world, reaching an advanced age is a significant event. In South Korea, Mexico and India, people mark their 60th birthdays with special ceremonies, feasts and gatherings of their loved ones.
South Korea
In South Korea, a person's 60th birthday is particularly important and is celebrated with a special ceremony called Hwangap. This ceremony involves children and younger relatives bowing to their elderly family members and wishing them well. The birthday person then shares a meal with their family, which includes traditional foods such as rice cakes and 'miyeok guk, a kind of seaweed soup.
Mexico
In Mexico, a person's 60th birthday is known as la fiesta de sesenta cumpleaños. This celebration often involves a religious ceremony in which the person receives a blessing from their local priest. Family and friends give their 60-year-old relative gifts before gathering for a feast of delicious Mexican foods. It's traditional to eat 'mole, a rich sauce made with chilli peppers and chocolate, and 'pastel de tres leches, a sponge cake soaked in three different types of milk.
India
In some parts of India, a person's 60th birthday is celebrated with a special ceremony known as Sashti Poorthi. The ceremony involves a prayer ritual to honour the birthday person and wish them health and prosperity. Family and friends gather for a feast of traditional Indian foods like lentil soup and a rice, vegetable and meat dish called 'Biryani. Usually, people offer gold jewellery as gifts to show respect and honour.
Celebrations of longevity are an important reminder of the values of our elders and the wisdom they have gained over a lifetime. These occasions provide an opportunity for people to come together and express their gratitude to honoured family members such as parents or grandparents.

Question 23. Which of the following countries does NOT have a special ceremony for a person’s 60th birthday?
A. South Korea		B. Mexico		C. India		D. Japan
Question 24. The word “significant” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to _______.
A. minor			B. important		C. large		D. traditional	
Question 25. The word “them” in paragraph 2 refers to _______.
A. elderly family members	B. younger relatives	C. children		D. birthday persons
Question 26. The word “blessing” in paragraph 3 could be best replaced by _______.
A. promise			B. ceremony		C. prayer		D. support
Question 27. Which of the following best paraphrases the underlined sentence in paragraph 5?
A. Celebrating the lives of the elderly is an essential way to show respect.
B. These birthday events are an essential way to express love to the elderly.
C. Longevity celebrations only remind us to be grateful.
D. People only gather at such events to honour their elderly relatives.
Question 28. Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
A. In some parts of India, Sashti Poorthi is celebrated with family and friends, but not with gifts.
B. Only in South Korea do people bow to their elderly family members on their birthdays.
C. Hwangap is celebrated with rice cakes and ‘miyeok guk, a soup made with seafood.
D. The traditional Mexican dish “mole” contains ingredients like chilli peppers and chocolate.
Question 29. In which paragraph does the writer discuss the role of a religious leader in the celebration?
A. Paragraph 1		B. Paragraph 2		C. Paragraph 3		D. Paragraph 4
Question 30. In which paragraph does the writer describe the way traditional foods are part of birthday celebrations?
A. Paragraph 2		B. Paragraph 3		C. Paragraph 4		D. Paragraph 5

Read the following passage about the urban shift and mark the letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet to indicate the best answer to each of the following questions from 31 to 40.

[I] Teenagers Jared and Jake Milarch were cutting away branches from sugar maple trees with their father, David, [II] at the family's shade tree farm in northern Michigan. [III] Remembering the enormous trees they had visited during his childhood vacations, Jared said, [IV] 
David Milarch had never considered the idea. Like countless shade trees across the country, those in his nursery were dying in record numbers from pests and environmental hazards. If he kept losing trees, Milarch knew that he might lose the farm that had been in his family for four generations. No doubt, cloning “champion” trees—the biggest, and often the oldest, of each tree species—would be a godsend if it worked. 
To his disappointment, experts at Michigan State University practically laughed him off the phone when he called to ask about his son's idea. Cloning, though already commonly used on younger trees, couldn't be applied to old trees, they said.
But the two teenagers were willing to make any possible attempts. They spent four days driving around Michigan collecting buds from seven champions. After shipping them off to a nursery in Oregon, they all forgot about the project. Nine months later, they got an urgent message from the Oregon nursery: “Send every bud you can gather.” To everyone's amazement, the new trees flourished.
In 1996, the Milarchs founded the non-profit Champion Tree Project, devoted to cloning the country’s largest and most venerable trees. Since then, the group has made thousands of clones of more than 70 champion trees, including the world’s oldest known tree, a 4,768-year-old bristlecone pine. They have been honoured with numerous conservation awards and have been sought out for their expertise by everyone from Queen Elizabeth to Chinese authorities, hoping to clone trees from as far back as the Ming Dynasty. The Milarchs' ideas have hit a sentimental spot in the hearts of people everywhere. Tree enthusiasts began contacting them, eager to volunteer in any way they could.
Now the group has a more vital mission than preserving American history: saving the planet. Knowing that trees can’t easily reproduce surrounded by concrete as they would in nature, the Champion Tree Project decided to turn over a new leaf and focus on planting sturdy champion trees in urban settings to guard against global warming. 
The Milarchs might have easily turned their brainchild into a private money-making venture, but David never even considered it. Instead, content with the soul-satisfying projects, they feel they are the richest family in America.
(Source: Advanced English Magazine, 2004)

Question 31: Where in paragraph 1 does the following sentence best fit?
“We need better trees, Dad. Why don’t we clone those big, old trees and grow them?”
A. [I]				B. [II]			C. [III]			D. [IV]
Question 32: According to paragraph 3, which of the following is NOT a challenge the Milarchs faced?
A. The cloning process for older trees was untested.
B. The Milarchs had to collect buds from a variety of champion trees.
C. The Milarchs lacked funding to begin their project.
D. Experts at Michigan State University were skeptical about their idea.
Question 33: The word "flourished" in paragraph 4 mostly means _______.
A. failed			B. grew successfully	C. withered		D. became less popular
Question 34: Which of the following best summarizes paragraph 5?
A. The Milarchs’ project led to public recognition and interest in their work.
B. The Milarchs cloned champion trees to preserve the history of the United States.
C. Many governments approached the Milarchs for help in cloning ancient trees.
D. The Milarchs' project was only about the conservation of trees in Michigan.
Question 35: The word "venerable" in paragraph 5 is OPPOSITE in meaning to _______.
A. ancient			B. young		C. valuable		D. sturdy
Question 36: Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage?
A. The Milarchs were able to easily clone trees thanks to their father's experience.
B. The Milarchs' project started as a private business venture but later became a nonprofit.
C. Jared and Jake Milarch had the idea to clone trees when they were very young.
D. The Champion Tree Project is now focused on using champion trees to fight global warming.
Question 37: Which of the following best paraphrases the underlined sentence in paragraph 7?
A. David Milarch could have made money from the project but chose not to.
B. The Milarchs were uninterested in the idea of creating a business out of the project.
C. David Milarch considered starting a business, but he decided against it.
D. The Milarchs were only interested in making money and did not care about their project.
Question 38: The phrase “turned over a new leaf” in paragraph 6 could be best replaced by _______.
A. changed direction		B. made a mistake	C. faced challenges	D. started a new project
Question 39: Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?
A. The Milarchs were motivated solely by financial success when starting their project.
B. The cloning of champion trees has been highly successful in preventing deforestation.
C. The Milarchs were initially discouraged but remained determined to succeed.
D. Cloning older trees had no impact on the growth of trees in urban environments.
Question 40: Which of the following best summarizes the passage?
A. The Milarch family’s project began as a way to preserve Michigan’s trees but expanded into a business venture, benefiting from global demand for cloned trees.
B. Through the cloning of trees, the Milarchs have become successful entrepreneurs focused on historical preservation and have no interest in the environment.
C. The Milarchs’ idea of cloning trees grew out of a need to save their farm, eventually turning into a commercial enterprise serving environmental needs.
D. The Milarchs used the idea of cloning champion trees to preserve important species and combat global warming, creating a project that has become both a conservation effort and a public endeavor.

-THE END-
